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April 14, 1995 

To Owen.s.coming Tank Customers: 

The I"'''JJC* of thls letter is to cluify the use of fibetglw liilderground sto~~ge Wlk.s 
produced by <>-u-Coming for the storage of ether and alcohol fuel blends. All 
~uebyvolume. 

nJt:LS Bl&NDED WITH E I HtB; 

Owens-Comins has extensively tesU:d fuels roncaining up to 20% M1'13E, ETBE, and 

TAME. 'The results show vtty little effect on the laminate, and hcnc:e storage of these ether 
blends in 11Jlderi1ound storage tanks produced by Owens-Coming from 1964 tluough 1994 
would not void the manufactucel's warranty. 

ALCQROL FlJEl.S: 

TANKS MADE PRIOR TO JANUARY 198 I: 
Tanks produced prior to 11ml111)' 1981 wen: DOt wanantcd for any alcobol or akobol blend 
fuels. m 8ddirion, these~ were not tesled and l.isi.ed. by Underwriter's Laboniory (UL} 
for such fuels.. The use of akohol or alcohol blmds in tanks procb:ed and sold prior to 
January 198 I would void both the manufacturer's wananty and lbe UL listing for the tank. 

TANKS MADE BETWEEN JANUARY 1981 AND JUNE 19&4: 
In December 1981, Owens-Coming completed UL testing and introduced a 30.year warranty 

on the s:tandlrd fibetglass W!.lc for I 0% ethanol blended fuel. For these tanks, the use of 
ethanol blends over 10% or any methanol blends in lhc $tll.ldlrd fibai]ass taak woWd void 
both lbe IIWlufecturer's wmanty and the UL listing for the laDle.. 

For met!wlol blends or bleods of c:lha!wi~:Ju~1ing I 0%, an opliooal vinyleste~ resin system 
was UL listed and available as an eption from Owens-Coming. 

TANKS MADE BETWEEN IULY 1984 AND JUNE 1990: 
In July 19&4, Owens•Coming completed additiooal UL testing and introduced a 30.year 

warranty on the standard fiberglass tank for low levels of methanol such as 90.5% gasoline 
and 9.S% Oxinol-SO (4.75/4.75 methanoVGTBA). For the!lll Wlb, the use of ethanol blends 
over 10% and methanol blends over 4. 75% would void the manuf'actuler's warnnty and the 

UL listi~~S for the tank. 



Aprill4, 199S 
P!!!!eTwo 

TANKS MADE SINCE 1990: 
Io July of 1990, Owens-Coming issued a 3~ycc wazranty for all levels of alcobol (ethanol 
or methanol) on slandard double walllanks. These tanks were UL listed for lhis service. 

II is our belief that the prudent tank ownet" will want to secondarily contain any hiah level 
alcohol blalds (over I 0%), as bigber levels c:ould be coosidorcd ~ malerial as 
c:lcfmcd in tbc underground ~ ~oos pubWbcd by tb<o fcdcral Env;ronmental 

Protection Ap:ncy. It is ODr ncommendation thai. double wall fiberglass lanlts be u.sed to 

achieve thai. secondary co«Mai!UIWIL 

The above should clarify lhe issue of fuel compllibility waJTaDI)' coverage and UL listings 
for elher and alcohol blended fuels stoml in tanks manufactured by <>-ns-Coming 
between 1964 and December 31, 1994. 

Sincerely. 

):)~t3~ 
David Bartlow 
Manager, Tanks 
Owens-Coming Fiberglas Corporation 


